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In 2000, the Slovak Republic continued to strengthen political stability, and in relation 
to its foreign partners, proved itself to be open and trustworthy. The Government 
approved measures for realising foreign policy priorities in the area of integration 
objectives to achieve rapid membership of the European Union, NATO, and the 
OECD. The political and economic steps of the Slovak Government have been 
accepted abroad as persuasive proof that the Slovak Republic is dedicated to full 
integration with the most developed countries of the world. 
The activities of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Slovak Republic (MoFA SR) 
in 2000 in the area of European Union integration were mainly connected with the 
opening of accession talks with the Slovak Republic, and were oriented towards a 
further intensification of the dialogue with the European Commission and EU 
member states, as well as towards activities as a part of bodies established on the basis 
of the Europe Association Agreement – the Association Council, the Association 
Committee, association sub-committees, and the Joint Parliamentary Committee of 
the European Parliament and the National Council of the Slovak Republic (NC SR). 
EU discussions with the Slovak Republic were officially opened during the 
Portuguese Presidency on 15th February 2000 in Brussels, when the Conference on the 
Accession of the Slovak Republic to the EU was opened at foreign ministerial level. 
At the meeting, both sides exchanged General Negotiating Positions, setting out the 
basic framework of the discussions. The opening of the Conference with the Slovak 
Republic represents a qualitative shift and the beginning of a new era in mutual 
relations between the EU and Slovakia. 
The results of the negotiation process during the Portuguese Presidency were assessed 
by the 2nd Accession Conference at ministerial level, which took place in Luxembourg 
on 14th June 2000. The Conference confirmed the provisional conclusion of 
negotiations on six chapters. From the Slovak perspective, this represented a 
fulfilment of expectations regarding the number of concluded chapters, as well as the 
overall dynamism of the negotiation process and the real assertion of principles of 
differentiation and ‘catch up’. The progress achieved clearly confirmed the 
negotiation potential of the Slovak Republic. Slovakia entered the French Presidency 
in the second half of 2000 with the expectation that the dynamism of the negotiation 
process would be maintained, and that that the application of the Helsinki principles 
would be strengthened. Over 2000, the EU initiated discussions with the Slovak 
Republic on a total of 16 chapters, of which 10 were provisionally concluded. Along 
with Malta, the Slovak Republic thus achieved a leading position in the group of 
countries that began discussions at the beginning of 2000, and also, in regard to the 
number of concluded chapters, began to draw level with the countries negotiating 
since 1998. On 8/11/2000, the European Commission published the Regular Report 
from the Commission on Slovakia’s Progress towards Accession. The Report states 
that Slovakia meets the political criteria for Union membership. The Slovak economy 
was identified for the first time as a functioning market economy, which should be 
able to cope with competitive pressures and market forces in the EU in the medium 
term. The Report asserted that insufficient progress had been made primarily in the 
areas of agriculture, energy, regional policy, the environment, financial control, and 
company law. However, significant progress had been made in the areas of the 
internal market (public procurement, financial services, and capital movements), 
statistics, industrial policy, telecommunications, culture and audiovisual policy, and 
consumer and health protection. Along with the Regular Report, the European 
Commission simultaneously published its Strategic Document on Enlargement, in 
which the Commission sets out for the first time the main strategic points of the future 
negotiation process. It contains proposals concerning the possibilities of agreeing 
upon transition periods (categorising transition periods into those that are acceptable, 
partially acceptable, and unacceptable). According to the submitted road map, 
discussions on selected chapters will continue until the end of 2002. 
The sixth meeting of the EU-Slovakia Association Council, which is the highest body 
of Slovak association with the EU, and which supervises the implementation of the 
Europe Agreement, took place on 14th June 2000 in Luxembourg. At the meeting, the 
EU appreciated the Slovak Republic’s progress in the accession process and in talks 
on membership since the Helsinki Summit of the EU. In regard to this, it highlighted 
the need for political and economic stability, the need to improve the administrative 
capability of the Slovak Republic in connection with implementing the acquis 
communautaire, and the reform of public administration and its decentralisation. In 
the area of political criteria, the most attention was paid to solving minority Roma 
issues, and the Slovak Republic appreciated the assistance provided by the EU in this 
area. In connection with Roma migration to certain EU member states, Slovakia 
underlined the need to approximate asylum policy with that of the EU. In the area of 
economic criteria, the results of reforms so far were discussed, along with the 
stabilisation of the macroeconomic situation and upcoming Governmental steps 
towards privatisation. Progress in the ratification of legislation and institution building 
in connection with the internal market had been made. Furthermore, issues connected 
with plans for decommissioning Block I of the Jaslovské Bohunice atomic power 
station, the preparation of the civil service act, and the implementation of public 
administration reform strategy were discussed. 
In accordance with expectations, 2000 was not a year in which political discussions 
on NATO enlargement took place. NATO member states concentrated their attention 
on the Membership Action Plan (MAP) and the preparation of candidate countries. 
No NATO member state questioned the obligation to continue with enlargement, and 
the rhetoric in this regard was based upon the conclusions of the Washington Summit, 
when NATO committed itself to an open-door policy. A further summit, evaluating 
enlargement, will take place in 2002 at the latest. The integration ambitions of the 
Slovak Republic were significantly endorsed by the visit by the Secretary General 
(SG) of NATO to Slovakia in May 2000, when the SG emphasised that the Alliance 
appreciated the results achieved by the Slovak Republic in preparation for NATO 
membership, and confirmed that NATO regards the Slovak Republic as a strong 
candidate for membership (the visits of other prominent NATO representatives to the 
Slovak Republic produced similar results). The meeting between the Prime Minister 
of the Slovak Republic, M. Dzurinda, with the NATO SG and the ambassadors of 
certain NATO member states (the USA, Great Britain, Germany, Poland, the Czech 
Republic, and Hungary) at NATO Headquarters in November was also an important 
signal in this regard. The discussions confirmed that, over two years, the Slovak 
Republic had succeeded in positively utilising internal development and had become a 
respected candidate for NATO membership. From the aspect of Slovak integration 
ambitions, Government approval of the Security Strategy of the Slovak Republic is of 
great significance. This is a fundamental document in the area of state security, which 
has a non-partisan and long-term character and indisputably contributes towards 
strengthening the integration aspirations and credibility of the Slovak Republic. The 
Annual National Programme PRENAME for 2001 (ANP PRENAME 2001) was 
submitted to the Alliance at the end of September 2000. Especially after the meeting 
of the SPC(R)+SR in October 2000, the international seminar on implementing the 
MAP, and in particular after the November meeting between the Slovak Prime 
Minister, M. Dzurinda, and the NATO SG, G. Robertson, the need has emerged to 
place emphasis in the future upon realistic objectives that we will be able to fulfil in 
the upcoming period, whilst the determining principles of our efforts are, and will 
continue to be, continuity, credibility, and consistency. The Slovak Republic engaged 
in intensive discussions and consultations concerning its preparation for NATO 
membership with NATO representatives and its key member countries, in which new 
NATO member states held great significance. The Slovak Republic cooperated on an 
expert level, exchanging experiences with other aspiring NATO members in areas 
concerning steps towards integration. A practical reflection of cooperation between 
MAP states was represented by the expert seminar on experiences in the 
implementation of the Membership Action Plan, which took place in Bratislava in 
November 2000. In regard to the level of preparation for NATO membership, the 
Slovak Republic also drew upon the hitherto favourable results achieved through 
cooperation within the Euro-Atlantic Partnership Council (EAPC) and the Partnership 
for Peace (PfP) Programme, as well as individual dialogue with NATO. 
In 2000, the participation of the Slovak Republic continued in European security 
planning in the field of crisis management, which enabled an approach to the NATO 
planning mechanism similar to that used within the WEU until the end of 2000 (the 
‘28’ format, plus the USA and Canada). Despite the previous endeavours of the 
Slovak Republic and other associated WEU partners over the course of 2000, the 
meeting of the WEU Council of Ministers in Marseilles will not lead to the transfer of 
WEU capacities and expertise to the EU to such an extent that would also enable the 
transfer of the acquis of the membership statute and the rights possessed by Slovakia 
in the WEU under the ‘28’ format, and which enabled us appropriate engagement in 
consultations on European security and the defence planning of this organisation, and 
in its joint exercises with NATO. The cessation of WEU operation and the planned 
transfer of the WEU crisis management role to the EU are regarded by the Slovak 
Republic as disadvantageous. 
Slovakia, in accordance with foreign policy direction in 2000, presented itself at the 
Council of Europe as a force contributing to continental stability. Political backing for 
the Slovak Republic was successfully maintained, and no political criticism of 
Slovakia was expressed by CoE bodies. Internal political developments and domestic 
affairs were the subject of almost no official commentaries, although they were 
discussed by CoE representatives (the political situation, the preparation of the 
constitutional amendment, the reform of public administration, and the referendum). 
In 2000, the Slovak Republic signed, or ratified, a total of 12 new conventions with 
the CoE, including the European Charter of Local Self-Government, two conventions 
on corruption (civil law and criminal law), and Protocol 12 of the European 
Convention on Human Rights, meaning that overall, the Slovak Republic is a 
signatory to 75 CoE conventions. Other activities directly concerning Slovakia 
included the monitoring and control activities of the CoE: the Advisory Committee on 
the Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities visited the 
Slovak Republic and accepted the avis on the implementation report of the Slovak 
Republic; the European Committee for the Prevention of Torture (CPT) paid an 
inspectional visit; in June, the ECRI published its second report on Slovakia, and in 
September, the Group of States against Corruption (GRECO) also visited the country. 
The Slovak Republic’s activities in the OSCE may be regarded as being standard to 
above average considering its overall position and influence within the organisation. 
Last year confirmed that the Slovak Republic is no longer a ‘subject’ of attention of 
other OSCE members, but an active contributor to security and stability in Central 
Europe. The Slovak Republic maintained a stable level of representation in OSCE 
missions in critical European regions. Slovakia currently has five representatives in 
the OSCE mission in Kosovo, two in Georgia, one in Moldavia, one in Macedonia, in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina, and one in the Office of the ODIHR in Montenegro. The Slovak 
Republic, as one of only two non-member states of the EU (together with Norway), 
and as the only associated country, continued to participate in the EU observer 
missions in the Western Balkans – the ECMM. 
The area of disarmament and armament control, especially the work of the 
Conference on Disarmament, was very limited in 2000 due to differences in opinion 
on addressing the issue of nuclear disarmament, armaments in space, and regional 
conflicts. The will to achieve a consensus was negatively influenced by the intention 
of the US administration to ratify a decision on implementing a national ABM system, 
which the Russian Federation and China still regard as a threat to the validity of the 
Treaty on the Limitation of Anti-Ballistic Missile Systems. In 2000, the Slovak 
Republic held the Chair of the Wassenaar Arrangement Plenary Meeting (WA PLM). 
In this regard, a number of activities were carried out in connection with the 
preparation and management of the Plenary Meeting, which took place from 
30/11/2000 to 1/12/2000 in Bratislava. Its results, together with the fact that the WA 
PLM was held in Bratislava, may be regarded as a major success of Slovak 
multilateral diplomacy in 2000. 
In 2000, the Slovak Republic was a member of (or a contractual party to) 72 
international organisations, programmes, funds, etc. It presented its position by 
making addresses, participating in EU addresses, and by co-sponsoring those 
addresses and resolutions that were relevant to its own interests. 
The UN in 2000 was characterised by the Millennium Summit of Presidents and 
Prime Ministers, which took place from 6th to 8th September 2000. In the debate of the 
55th Session of the General Assembly, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, E. Kukan, 
expressed the position of the Slovak Republic on issues of UN reform, especially the 
UN Security Council, the system of financing, and peacekeeping operations. The 
Slovak Republic continued with its active participation in UN peacekeeping missions, 
and Minister of Foreign Affairs Kukan continued to execute his function as Special 
Envoy of the UN Secretary-General for the Balkans. As a part of this function, he met 
with the SG of the OSN, visited the Balkan countries, participated in discussions with 
members of the UN Security Council, and carried out a series of other activities. On 
3rd July 2000, the gala opening of the Regional Liaison Office for Drug Control and 
Crime Prevention (RLO), which has influence in the V4 countries and Slovenia, was 
held in Bratislava. 
On 27th April 2000, in assessing Slovakia’s position in relation to the OECD Code of 
Liberalisation, the Government of the Slovak Republic completed the technical 
section of Slovakia’s accession process into the OECD. The prerequisite for achieving 
a positive rating involved wide-ranging amendments to dozens of laws, in which the 
Government took into account the liberalisation requirements of the OECD essential 
for achieving full membership. After an intense diplomatic effort, and after resolving 
audio-visual issues, the Slovak Republic, on the basis of a decision by the OECD 
Council on 29/7/2000, was officially invited to become the thirtieth member of the 
Organisation. By submitting the ratification documents to the Depositary of the 
OECD Convention, which is the French Government, the Slovak Republic became a 
full member of the Organisation. 
Visegrad cooperation has shown its effectiveness and growing dynamism. In relation 
to the Slovak Republic, it is fulfilling an important objective in supporting Slovakia in 
its integration efforts. Due to support from the Czech Republic, Hungary, and Poland, 
Slovakia is registering success in reducing the gap between this country and its 
Visegrad partners in the European integration process. Equally significant is support 
for the Slovak Republic in its efforts towards NATO accession, through which the 
stage of resolving fundamental security issues in the Visegrad group, as well as in a 
wider context, would reach its culmination. The conclusions of the official meeting 
between Visegrad Prime Ministers in Prague stimulated an intensification of 
cooperation in other important areas, such as improving public well-being, 
emphasising the economic dimension of cooperation between the V4 countries, and 
widening collaboration especially in issues of internal security, justice, and the 
environment. The establishment of the International Visegrad Fund represented an 
important contribution towards widening cooperation between the V4 countries; so 
far, the Fund is the only institutionalised form of Visegrad cooperation. The objective 
of the Fund’s activities is to provide financial support for joint projects in the areas of 
culture, education, science, youth, and cross-border cooperation. The Fund, with its 
headquarters in Bratislava, successfully commenced its activities and provided the 
first funds to selected projects. 
The Slovak Republic continues to support mutual cooperation in the area of CEFTA 
development, and also supports the entry of non-member states into the Agreement 
after meeting the entry criteria. The Slovak Republic equally supports the efforts of 
CEFTA member states to coordinate procedures within the framework of WTO 
discussions. 
A further strengthening of economic cooperation has taken place between CEI 
member states in realising projects as a part of the Pact of Stability oriented towards 
the revitalisation of the Balkans. The main CEI event in 2000 was the summit 
between the Prime Ministers, also participated in by the Foreign Ministers, of the CEI 
member states, which took place in Budapest on 24th and 25th November 2000. The 
summit focussed upon assessing development in the region of the Central European 
Initiative in the light of recent changes in the balance of power in the Federal 
Republic of Yugoslavia and assessed the future priorities of CEI activity with 
emphasis on the development of regional and cross-border cooperation. In the area of 
national minorities within the framework of the CEI, the Slovak Republic emphasised 
the priority status of implementing the Council of Europe Framework Convention on 
the Protection of National Minorities over the CEI Instrument for the Protection of 
Minority Rights. The Instrument, which was signed by eleven of the sixteen CEI 
member states, was not entered into by the Slovak Republic. 
In creating legislative conditions for regional and cross-border cooperation, Slovakia 
still lags behind most of its neighbours; however, over 2000, many steps were realised 
towards rectifying this situation. These included the ratification of the European 
Framework Convention on Cross-Border Cooperation between territorial units or 
authorities and the Supplementary Protocol to this Convention. Cross-border 
cooperation with the Republic of Poland is the most highly developed. As a part of 
regional cooperation, the Slovak Republic placed significant emphasis on trilateral 
cooperation between Slovakia, Hungary, and Austria (Bratislava – Győr – Vienna), 
and wishes to continue to utilise opportunities stemming from the potential of such 
cooperation. 
Good relations between the Slovak Republic and the USA may be described as being 
at a level unprecedented in history. Contacts made by Slovak representatives at all 
levels were targeted at asserting Slovakia’s integration priorities (NATO, the EU, the 
OECD), and increasing the interest of American investors in the Slovak Republic. 
Cooperation in the area of security policy and the preparation of Slovakia for NATO 
membership was distinguished by open and constructive dialogue resulting in the 
assessment report on the readiness of the Slovak Army, drafted by the team of 
General Garrett. The USA supports Slovakia’s efforts to become a member of the EU; 
however, rather than providing clear political support, the US Government is closely 
monitoring the process of approximating the economies of candidate countries with 
the EU economic environment. The USA places emphasis on ensuring equal 
conditions for American companies and investors. From the economic aspect, the 
development of bilateral relations in 2000 could be described as representing a 
breakthrough. The Slovak Republic obtained the support of the US for its membership 
in the OECD. The interest of American entrepreneurs in the Slovak Republic 
increased. Discussions on the entry of a strategic investor, US Steel, into VSŽ Košice 
were successfully concluded. Cooperation on a non-governmental level also 
contributed significantly to the development of bilateral relations. October saw the 
opening of the US-Slovak Action Commission, which will provide an informal forum 
for meetings between entrepreneurial, governmental, and non-governmental entities. 
In 2000, the Slovak Republic finally came to be regarded in Canada as a democratic, 
pro-Western, and trustworthy country acknowledging the values of developed, 
democratic societies. This was confirmed by a significant increase in the number of 
bilateral visits on both sides by prominent government representatives in comparison 
to the preceding year. Contacts especially concentrated upon the Slovak Republic’s 
efforts towards integration into international economic, political, and security 
structures. 
In relations with the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, we 
successfully created conditions for the standard development of relations comparable 
to those enjoyed by the other V4 countries. The United Kingdom supports Slovak 
membership of both NATO and the EU, and also supported Slovakia’s candidacy for 
OECD membership. The ongoing invigoration of bilateral Slovak-British relations 
was also confirmed by the official visit of Prince Charles to the Slovak Republic, 
which took place on 1st and 2nd November 2000 in response to an invitation from the 
President of the Slovak Republic. 
The Federal Republic of Germany regards the Slovak Republic as a future EU partner. 
Slovakia has been declared to be (together with Malta as a special case), the most 
highly-prepared candidate country of those that began negotiations in 2000. In regard 
to the Slovak Republic, it emerged from discussions with the German Chancellor in 
Slovakia that the German conception of EU enlargement involves the simultaneous 
entry of all the V4 countries into the Union, together with Slovenia and Estonia. 
Although Germany’s position towards NATO enlargement corresponds to the 
approved open-door strategy, there is so far nothing to indicate that Germany policy 
will play an active role in this process. The statement of the Federal Chancellor on 
Slovakia was made in this vein, stating that in the event of NATO enlargement, 
Germany will support the Slovak Republic. Despite this, the expression of support for 
Slovakia is a positive signal and confirmation of the fact that the Slovak Republic has 
great potential for NATO entry. A new quality in German-Slovak relations was also 
reflected in German support for Slovakia’s entry into the OECD. One issue in the 
field of mutual relations that still remains unresolved is that of completing the 
revision of the treaty framework. 
The Slovak Republic entered the year with justifiable hopes for a further widening 
and qualitative shift of the political dialogue with the French Republic and definite 
progress in the process of building mutually beneficial relations. The year 2000 saw 
the creation of favourable conditions for such a change, with a significant shift in 
realising Slovakia’s foreign policy priorities in relation to France – its support for 
Slovak entry into the OECD and for accelerating, and above all, increasing the quality 
of Slovakia’s EU pre-accession process. The overall level of bilateral relations was 
partially affected by French sensitivity concerning issues of constructing a joint 
European defence and security system in order to create a certain element of balance 
in relation to NATO. In regard to the economic dimension of diplomacy, it is 
necessary to increase French investment in proportion to the overall volume in the 
Slovak Republic. 
Last year, Italian-Slovak relations culminated in the visit of leading representatives of 
the Slovak Republic to Rome. Political contacts in 2000 were no less intensive, but 
took place almost exclusively in the Italian Republic or in other forums. The Italians 
appreciate the progress made on the domestic political front, and support current 
political development in Slovakia. Along with support for Slovakia’s accession to the 
EU, a shift in Italy’s attitude towards the next enlargement of NATO has been 
registered; i.e., Italy will also support the Slovak Republic in addition to Slovenia. 
Italy made a large contribution to Slovakia’s acceptance into the OECD. 
Positive development was also seen in mutual economic relations (the Italian 
Republic is Slovakia’s third largest trading partner), and we predict that this will also 
lead to a greater inflow of Italian investment. 
Relations between the Slovak Republic and the Vatican were dominated in 2000 by 
the preparation of the Basic Treaty between the Slovak Republic and the Holy See, 
which culminated in its signing, ratification, and the submission of ratification 
documents. 
The nature of political dialogue with the Portuguese Republic was characterised by an 
absence of conflict in bilateral relations and by the effort towards universal 
cooperation on the basis of friendly partnership, respecting the principle of mutual 
benefit. Portugal provided important support in 2000 for Slovakia’s endeavours 
towards EU and OECD integration. The Portuguese Presidency of the Council of 
Europe represented a historic milestone for the Slovak Republic, as it saw the opening 
of negotiations with Slovakia on EU accession, opening 8 negotiation chapters and 
thus fulfilling one of the fundamental objectives of Slovak foreign policy. Portugal is 
amenable to the process of EU enlargement, although it emphasises the necessity for 
the adequate economic preparation of candidate countries and does not accept any 
political influence of the accession process. There were also positive signals regarding 
the issue of supporting Slovak membership of NATO. 
As regards relations between the Slovak Republic and the Kingdom of Spain, the year 
2000 may be generally characterised as a period in which the significant 
intensification of contacts and the establishment of cooperation in a number of areas 
took place. Visits exchanged by both Prime Ministers opened a new stage in mutual 
cooperation, with emphasis on making this as wide-ranging as possible. Relations 
with Spain on a multilateral level are an important element for the Slovak Republic. 
The Kingdom of Spain is an enduring supporter of Slovak integration into the EU and 
NATO, and has always supported the regatta principle and the inclusion of the Slovak 
Republic in the process of EU enlargement. Spain also regards the Slovak Republic as 
an important candidate for NATO accession, and unilaterally supported its entry into 
the OECD. The excellent level of mutual relations between Spain and Slovakia were 
demonstrated by the agreement between the two countries on mutual support for their 
candidacy to the UN Security Council (Spain in 2003-2004, and Slovakia in 2006-
2007). 
Despite complicated internal political developments in the Republic of Austria and 
the unfavourable reaction of the international community to the creation of a new 
Austrian government, the development of relations with this country has continued to 
display positive tendencies. The Slovak Republic did not participate in the 
implementation of sanctions imposed against Austria by its EU partners. Mutual 
relations between Slovakia and Austria are not negatively influenced by any 
unresolved issues. The only issue still regarded as problematic by the Austrians at the 
beginning of 2000 – that of atomic safety – was successfully dealt with to an extent 
where this issue places no strain on mutual relations, due to the transparent and 
communicative approach of the Slovak Republic and the decision to halt the operation 
of the two blocks of the Jaslovské Bohunice atomic power station in 2006 and 2008. 
A latent and current issue in mutual relations is that of the Beneš Decrees. Austria is 
our second most important trading partner of the EU countries – the second in regard 
to exports, and the third in regard to imports. 
In the area of developing relations with other NATO and EU member states, issues of 
obtaining support for our integration into these institutions were also dominant. Our 
foreign policy in this regard was exceptionally successful. 
In Slovak-Czech relations, the favourable political atmosphere created after the 
formation of new ministerial cabinets in both countries was utilised for the 
intensification of political and ministerial dialogue towards a new qualitative level of 
mutual cooperation. These favourable political conditions enabled a resolution of the 
sensitive issue concerning the division of former Federal property, including the 
return of Slovak gold, along with the resolution of previously unresolved issues in the 
area of civil law. Over the previous two years, the fundamental framework has been 
created for regular contacts on the highest level – from repeated Presidential meetings 
(which were only interrupted by the Slovak President’s health problems), through 
Prime Ministerial visits (twice a year, in May and November), to meetings by 
Ministers (at least once a year from each Ministry) and Parliamentary Committees. 
The ongoing revision and systematic improvement of the legal treaty framework 
continued, aimed at its adaptation to current EU orientation and developing a new 
standard of high-quality cooperation; in 2000, this led to the signing of 10 treaty 
documents. 
In 2000, the basic elements of mutual relations between the Slovak Republic and the 
Republic of Poland were partnership, reliability, amenability, and solidarity. A 
tangible expression of the level of relations was the assistance and support of the 
Republic of Poland for Slovakia’s accession to the OECD. Poland thoroughly 
supports NATO’s open-door policy and the rapid integration of the Slovak Republic 
into NATO structures. Trade and economic relations between the two countries is 
mutually encouraging, and it may be expected that the level of mutual economic 
turnover in 2000 will reach the psychologically important barrier of $US 1 billion. 
The main event within the framework of Slovak-Hungarian relations in 2000 was the 
official visit to Hungary by the President of the Slovak Republic, Rudolf Schuster, the 
results of which confirmed that both countries are concerned with continuing the 
development of cooperation in all areas of mutual interest. A number of unofficial 
meetings took place on a Prime Ministerial and Foreign Ministerial level, along with 
discussions between other Ministers of both countries. The political representatives of 
the Republic of Hungary continued in their support for Slovakia’s accession to the 
EU, NATO, and the OECD in both bilateral and multilateral forums. The Hungarians, 
in discussions on a political level, asserted issues primarily concerning the Hungarian 
minority in the Slovak Republic – the reform of public administration and the 
establishment of a Hungarian university – but also, for example, the usage of land 
owned by untraceable proprietors. 
Relations with other EU associate countries were of a primarily pragmatic nature, 
based upon an exchange of experiences gained from the accession process. 
In general, it may be said that the fundamental direction of Slovak-Russian relations is 
gradually beginning to enter a stable framework attested by time and the accordance 
of interests. Overall, the Slovak Republic is endeavouring towards the development of 
a good and partner-like relationship with the Russian Federation. Russia is one of 
Slovakia’s most important economic partners, and economic cooperation between the 
Slovak Republic and the Russian Federation is based upon Slovakia’s dependence on 
the import of raw materials. The development of Russo-Slovak relations was 
influenced in 2000 by problems associated with the purchase of the S300 system, the 
implementation of visa restrictions, issues concerning the transit of Russian fuels to 
Europe, and other areas. 
Bilateral relations between the Slovak Republic and Ukraine in 2000 were affected by 
the decision to implement visa restrictions, which later led to a decision by Ukraine to 
unilaterally renege on the treaty concerning the entry and departure of citizens of third 
countries across the common border – the ‘Readmission Agreement’; however, this 
decision has yet to be implemented in practice. 
The main task stemming from implementing the main objectives of the Programme 
Declaration of the Government of the Slovak Republic for 2000 within the framework 
of the MoFA SR was support for integrating Ukraine into European and regional 
structures, especially CEFTA, and stimulating comprehensive political dialogue and 
mutually advantageous economic cooperation with the aim of resolving the negative 
tendency towards a decline in mutual trade. 
Relations with other CIS countries in 2000 were based primarily upon the need to 
increase the level of economic cooperation, particularly in the area of delivering and 
transporting energy and other raw materials. 
Slovak policy in the Western Balkans is determined by key strategic foreign policy 
objectives. This was reflected in the position of the Slovak Government during the 
Kosovo crisis and in respect for the common EU policy towards the Federal Republic 
of Yugoslavia and other countries in the region. 
In regard to Yugoslavia, the period in question may be divided into two phases, the 
turning point arriving with the elections of the Federal President, the Federal 
Parliament, and local government in Serbia (on 24/9). After the changes in October, 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs, E. Kukan, visited Yugoslavia for the first time in his 
function as Special Envoy of the UN Secretary-General for the Balkans (from 15/10 
to 16/10); this was followed by a visit from the Minister of the Economy, Ľ. Harach 
(on 13/11), who brought with him a Slovak economic and trade delegation. 
Over the year, the tendency towards growth in the significance of the Asia-Pacific 
region in international relations continued, which was contributed to by the 
consequences of the East Asian financial crisis having been overcome and the renewal 
of dynamic economic growth. In the area of security policy, a number of positive 
shifts took place (especially in regard to developments on the Korean peninsula); 
nevertheless, a number of internal and external conflicts continued (disintegration 
processes in Southeast Asia, the conflict between India and Pakistan over Cashmere, 
and armed clashes in Sri Lanka). 
Both the economic and political significance of the Near and Middle East and North 
Africa is governed by the fact that the area is the main source of world oil supplies. 
This region has the potential for wide-ranging trade and economic cooperation, not 
only due to its geographical proximity, but the high absorption qualities of its 
markets. 
Despite its great potential, sub-Saharan Africa has less significance, with the 
exception of the Republic of South Africa and Angola, and partially Zimbabwe, 
Kenya, and Nigeria, in which the Slovak Republic has effective consular 
representation. Relations between the Slovak Republic and the countries of sub-
Saharan Africa are not hampered by any problems in the political sphere; however, 
trade and economic relations are at a minimum due to extant conditions for 
development. 
In general, the basis for the direction of Slovak foreign policy toward the countries of 
Latin America is Slovak interest in maintaining a balance in building comprehensive 
bilateral relations, placing special emphasis upon the development of economic 
relations while actively asserting the economic interests of Slovak entrepreneurial 
entities. Latin America is an area of dynamic development with great potential and a 
growing market, in which the presence of the Slovak Republic is both interesting and 
desirable from the aspect of export opportunities. 
In the area of international law, the MoFA SR, within the framework of its activities, 
concentrated on the assertion and defence of the rights and interests of the Slovak 
Republic. By 30th November 2000, Slovakia had concluded 63 bilateral treaties – 8 on 
a Presidential level, 41 on a Governmental level, and 14 on a Ministerial level. 
Further, the Slovak Republic signed, ratified, consented to, or approved a total of 38 
wide-ranging international treaties. As a part of implementing individual points of the 
ruling by the International Court of Justice on the dispute over the Gabčíkovo-
Nagymaros Dam System, discussions are continuing with Hungary. Towards the end 
of the year, the Government of the Slovak Republic discussed the Preliminary Report 
on the results of discussions of the Government Delegation of the Slovak Republic on 
implementing the ruling of the International Court of Justice in The Hague regarding 
the Gabčíkovo-Nagymaros Dam System and the proposal for further activity. 
As regards the consular sphere, the Slovak Republic endeavoured towards the 
approximation of Slovak visa policy with that of the EU, the approximation of law 
with EU law, the expansion of the network of career consular officers, the 
enlargement of the network of Slovak consulates headed by honorary consular 
officials, and the continuation of the negotiation process concerning readmission 
agreements and visa-free relations with certain states. 
In 2000, Slovakia actively participated in international activities in the area of 
asserting and observing human rights and the rights of people belonging to national 
minorities. Great attention was paid to international contexts and the impact of the 
ongoing mass emigration of the Roma from the Slovak Republic to a number of 
European states. The MoFA SR was equally involved in proposals for addressing 
issues concerning the rights of people belonging to national minorities as a part of the 
Pact of Stability for Southeast Europe. 
Over the year, in accordance with conceptions, the construction of a network of 
Slovak Institutes (SIs) abroad continued. Emphasis was placed upon promoting an 
increase in awareness of Slovakia in EU and NATO member states; i.e., upon the 
development of the SI network in this direction. The objective was to contribute 
towards preparing positive conditions for the integration of Slovakia into these 
organisations. The number of SIs abroad thus rose to 8 (in Prague, Budapest, Warsaw, 
Moscow, Rome, Berlin, Vienna, and Paris). 
By 30/6/2000, in connection with Governmental Decree no. 1146 of December 1999, 
the MoFA SR had ensured the transfer of two systemised positions to the newly-
created central state institution for nationals at the Ministry of Culture of the Slovak 
Republic. At the same time, the bulk of issues concerning nationals were transferred 
to the MoC SR, including the transfer of targeted resources for the assistance of 
nationals. 
The media activities of MoFA SR were connected with the wide range of Slovak 
foreign policy activities. As a part of planned MoFA SR orientation, primary 
emphasis was placed upon providing information concerning Slovakia’s entry into the 
OECD and its associate NATO status. In connection with the transparency of these 
priority activities, greater attention was paid to promoting the aims and objectives of 
working trips made by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Slovak Republic, as well 
as other leading Ministerial representatives, in the foreign and domestic media. The 
Press Department initiated and organised working visits by foreign journalists and 
television companies to Slovakia. 
By 31/12/2000, the network of Slovak diplomatic representation abroad was 
composed of 60 Embassies, 7 Permanent Missions, 6 General Consulates, and 7 
Slovak Institutes. A Diplomatic Mission was set up in Minsk, which had previously 
held the status of a General Consulate, and another in Riga. The number of General 
Consulates remained unchanged; two were established in Brno and Uzhgorod, while 
